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Answer to comment (1):

We can think of two major effects of (vertically) varying basic-state stability expressed
by the Brunt-Vaisala frequency.

1- Abrupt change of stability
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This is the case with the tropopause. The abrupt change of stability at the tropopause
can act like a lid for the troposphere. As a result, the vertical extent of the waves is
limited. From this point of view, we can estimate that the longest realizable vertical
wavelength is limited to, say, n=9 for the domain used in our analyses. Recall that
n=9 corresponds to roughly a 9-km half-wavelength that fits in to the troposphere. The
discussion in section 7 of our manuscript indicates that nonhydrostatic effects are more
important for the deep modes (see Fig. 15). The absence of very deep waves in
realistic situations may be the reason that quasi-hydrostatic models, in practice, can
give good solutions with horizontal grid spacing as small as 10 km

2-Gradual change of stability

Gradual changing static stability can cause internal refractions and reflections of
waves, which also may limit their vertical extent.

Answer to comment (2):

Lindzen&Fox-Robinovitz (1989) suggest that the maximum vertical grid spacing used
to resolve the quasi-geostrophic (and quasi-static) modes in the presence of critical lay-
ers should satisfy [see Fig.1 for this equation]. In practice, this means that the vertical
grid spacing should not exceed about 1% of the horizontal grid spacing. For nonhy-
drostatic models with small horizontal grid spacings, using such a small vertical grid
spacing can immensely increase the computational cost. However, the nonhydrostatic
models may not have to satisfy Lindzen&Fox-Robinovitz rule, because the resolutions
that are needed to simulate nonhydrostatic motions may automatically resolve the QG
modes.

We prepared the following table [see Fig.2 for this table], showing the horizontal and
vertical propagation speeds of the waves found in our analysis. The table can used
in the selection of the horizontal and vertical grid spacings. In making the table, we
assumed that the deepest and fastest wave has n=8.
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Answer to comment (3):

At the end of the C-grid subsection, we added a short paragraph discussing the C-grid
discretization on the hexagonal and triangular grids (page 12, line 17, of revised Part
I).

Interactive comment on Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-2017-234,
2017.
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Fig. 1. Equation
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Fig. 2. Table
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