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Abstract. Land surface models (LSMs) need to balance a complicated trade-off between compu-

tational cost and complexity in order to adequately represent the exchanges of energy, water and

matter with the atmosphere and the ocean. Some current generation LSMs use a simplified or com-

posite canopy approach that generates recurrent errors in simulated soil temperature and turbulent

fluxes. In response to these issues, a new version of the Interactions between the Surface Biosphere5

Atmosphere (ISBA) land surface model has recently been developed which explicitly solves the

transfer of energy and water from the upper canopy and the forest floor which is characterized as a

litter layer. The so-called Multi Energy Balance (MEB) version of ISBA is first evaluated for three

well-instrumented contrasting local scale sites, and sensitivity tests are performed to explore the be-

havior of new model parameters. Second, ISBA-MEB is benchmarked against observations from 4210

forested sites from the global micro-meteorological network (FluxNet) for multiple annual cycles.

It is shown that ISBA-MEB outperforms the composite version of ISBA in improving the repre-

sentation of soil temperature, ground, sensible and to a lesser extent latent heat fluxes. Both versions

of ISBA give comparable results in terms of simulated latent heat flux because of the similar formu-

lations of the water uptake and the stomatal resistance. However, MEB produces a better agreement15

with the observations of sensible heat flux than the previous version of ISBA for 87.5 % of the sim-

ulated years across the 42 forested FluxNet sites. Most of this improvement arises owing to the im-

proved simulation of the ground conduction flux, which is greatly improved using MEB, especially

owing to the forest litter parameterization. It is also shown that certain processes are also modeled

more realistically (such as the partitioning of evapotranspiration into transpiration and ground evap-20
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oration), even if certain statistical performances are neutral. The analyses demonstrate that shading

effect of the vegetation, the explicit treatment of turbulent transfer for the canopy and ground, and

the insulating thermal and hydrological effects of the forest floor litter turn out to be essential for

simulating the exchange of energy, water and matter across a large range of forest types and climates.

1 Introduction25

The land surface model (LSM) is one of the key parametrization schemes of atmospheric models

used for numerical weather prediction and climate simulations. It is used to compute the turbulent

fluxes of heat, water and momentum, along with the radiative fluxes at the surface-atmosphere in-

terface. In addition, the current generation of LSMs are used to compute flux exchanges of certain

chemical species (such as carbon dioxide and biogenic organic volatile carbon) and emissions of30

particles (such as aerosols from dust or biomass burning). The interaction soil biosphere atmosphere

model (ISBA) is part of the SURFace EXternalisée platform (SURFEX) developed in recent years

at Météo-France (Masson et al., 2013) and a suite of international partners. It is used to either a suit

of surface schemes in either offline or coupled mode with an atmospheric model and/or a hydro-

logical model. ISBA has benefited from continuous improvements since its first version (Noilhan35

and Planton, 1989), in particular for the carbon cycle (Calvet et al., 1998; Gibelin et al., 2006), soil

mass and heat transfer (Boone et al., 1999; Decharme et al., 2011a), snowpack processes (Boone

and Etchevers, 2001; Decharme et al., 2016), sub-grid hydrology (Decharme and Douville, 2006),

and radiative transfer through the canopy (Carrer et al., 2013).

In order to remain consistent with the aforementioned developments and to respond to both current40

and future user demands, a multi energy balance (MEB) approach has been developed (Boone et al.,

2016). This improvement consists in representing the surface as a so-called multi-source model

(i.e. a separation of the canopy and the surface soil layer) in contrast to the standard ISBA soil-

vegetation composite model. This new model has been designed to better represent certain processes

for forested areas, and to incorporate new modeled processes which can benefit from a more accurate45

representation of the soil-vegetation continuum. In particular, partitioning of the incoming energy

into turbulent and ground heat fluxes are expected to be more realistic with the explicit vegetation

scheme as well as the partitioning of latent heat flux into its different components. The carbon

cycle should also benefits from a more conceptually accurate representation of the surface (Carrer

et al., 2013) since it is strongly linked to leaf temperature via assimilation of atmosphere Carbon.50

Moreover, snow melt during spring is very sensitive to the snow net radiation budget, which is

impacted by the presence of tall vegetation, and interception and loss by the canopy during the

winter season (Rutter et al., 2009).

The surface in forested regions beneath the canopy is often covered by a layer of dead leaves or

needles, branches, fruits and other organic material which can be characterized as a litter layer. The55
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explicit inclusion of such a layer is neglected for the most part in LSMs used in global scale models,

or it is only partly taken into account. For example, Sakaguchi and Zeng (2009) implemented a

specific resistance due to litter for soil evaporation. The inclusion of litter-related processes has

been shown to have a substantial impact on hydrological (Putuhena and Cordery, 1996; Guevara-

Escobar et al., 2007) and thermal processes (Andrade et al., 2010). Litter has an important insulating60

capacity as its thermal diffusivity is small compared to soil (Riha et al., 1980), which leads to a

strong impact on the soil temperature diurnal cycle and ground conduction flux. Changes in this flux

can then impact the energy available for radiative and turbulent fluxes. The presence of litter also

alters ground evaporation by covering the soil with a high porosity layer which essentially prevents

liquid water capillary rise (Schaap and Bouten, 1997). It also constitutes another water interception65

reservoir for rainfall and canopy drip prior to infiltration and runoff (e.g., Gerrits et al., 2007). Some

models have introduced parameterizations for litter (Ogée and Brunet, 2002; Enrique et al., 1999;

Wilson et al., 2012; Haverd and Cuntz, 2010; Sakaguchi and Zeng, 2009), but the approach can

be very different from one to another depending on their complexity (only modifying or adding a

ground resistance, modeling the litter using an explicit single or multi-layer model). In addition, each70

of the models were validated against observations made for a single well-instrumented site.

The goal of the current study is to evaluate the impact of a new parametrization of the soil-

litter-vegetation-atmosphere continuum at the local scale. In the first part of this study, an in-depth

evaluation for three forest sites in France is carried out. They have been selected in order to represent

a range of forest types and climates. The main goal is to understand the effect of both the explicit75

canopy layer and the litter layer on the available energy partitioning (latent, sensible, ground), soil

temperatures and soil water content. The second part of this study consists in a benchmark study

using 42 sites from the Fluxnet network (Baldocchi et al., 2001). The objective is twofold: (1) to

evaluate the performance of the MEB options against the classic composite soil-vegetation version

of the ISBA model over a wide range of forest species and climates; and (2) to analyze whether the80

general improvements seen at the three well-instrumented and documented local scale sites in France

can be extended to other climates and forest types. This is essential since, as part of the SURFEX

platform, ISBA is used in various configurations from kilometer resolutions at the regional scale

such as the operational mesoscale numerical weather prediction model AROME, (Seity et al., 2011),

or the operational distributed hydrological model system SIM, (Habets et al., 2008), and in the global85

climate models CNRM-CM5.1 (Voldoire et al., 2013) and CNRM-ESM1 (Séférian et al., 2015).

2 Model

2.1 The standard ISBA composite soil-vegetation model

The standard ISBA model uses a single composite soil-vegetation surface energy budget which

means that the the properties of the soil and vegetation are aggregated within each grid-cell point90
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(Noilhan and Planton, 1989; Noilhan and Mahfouf, 1996). In this study, the so-called multi-layer soil

diffusion (DIF) option is used, along with the explicit multi-layer snow scheme. The prognostic heat

storage variables consist in the temperatures, Tg , for Ng soil layers. The snowpack uses the snow

enthalpy as a prognostic variable, from which both the snow liquid water content and temperature

can be diagnosed for Nn layers. The hydrological prognostic variables are the canopy reservoir for95

water interception, Wr (kg m−2), the snow liquid water content, Wn, for Nn snow layers, and the

soil volumetric water and liquid water equivalent ice contents, wg and wgf (m3 m−3), respectively,

for Ng,l active hydrological soil layers (where Ng,l ≤Ng). Further details describing the soil and

snowpack representations as well as other prognostic variables and model assumptions are detailed

in Decharme et al. (2016).100

2.2 The ISBA-MEB model

The multi energy balance model, ISBA-MEB, treats up to three fully coupled distinct surface energy

budgets (i.e. the snow surface, the bulk vegetation canopy and the ground which is characterized as

either a soil surface or litter layer: see Section 2.3). The reader is referred to Boone et al. (2016)

for an extended description of the various assumptions of the MEB approach, its full set of gov-105

erning equations and its numerical aspects. Compared to the classic ISBA approach, there is one

additional prognostic heat storage variable which is the vegetation temperature, Tv . The new hydro-

logical prognostic variable is the liquid water equivalent snow stored within the vegetation canopy,

Wrn (kg m−2).

2.3 Explicit model for litter in ISBA-MEB110

Two methods are generally used to represent the effect of a litter layer within LSMs. The first method

consists in adding a specific ground resistance in order to reduce the soil evaporation due to the

presence of a litter layer. For example, Sakaguchi and Zeng (2009) and Park et al. (1998) have used

this method in their models with the resistance depending on the leaf area index (LAI) of the litter

or its thickness. The second method utilizes an explicit model to represent the effects of the litter.115

The implementation of this method turns out to be quite variable among different LSMs, although

generally it accounts for both thermal and hydrological effects. In the current study, a model was

introduced which models the first order effects of a litter layer on the surface energy and water

budgets while minimizing the number of parameters and the complexity. To this end, a single bulk-

layer approach, which is based on the model of (Schaap and Bouten, 1997),has been developed. The120

aforementioned study has also inspired similar approaches by (Ogée and Brunet, 2002) and (Haverd

and Cuntz, 2010). The method is relatively simple: a single explicit litter layer is inserted between

the vegetation layer and the upper soil layer. With this approach, three additional state equations have

to be solved: i) the litter average temperature, Tl (K), ii) the litter liquid water content, Wl (kg m−2),

and iii) the litter liquid water equivalent ice content, Wlf (kg m−2). Two noteworthy assumptions125
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have been made: first, it is assumed that that there is no evaporation directly from the soil in the

presence of litter, and second, water movement by capillarity rise from the soil upwards into litter

is neglected. The energy budget is computed for the litter layer using prescribed values of thermal

conductivity, heat capacity and litter thickness. The water budget is computed in a similar manner as

for the vegetation canopy layer. Finally, frozen water in the litter is modeled using the same simple130

freezing model method as for the soil in ISBA (Boone et al., 2000). The model is fully described in

Appendix A.

3 Data

3.1 Energy balance closure

Energy balance closure is a well-known issue when turbulent fluxes are computed with the eddy135

covariance technique. The closure, δ, is defined as the ratio of turbulent fluxes to available energy at

the surface:

δ =
H +LE

Rn−G−S
(1)

where S,Rn,G,H and LE (W m−2) represent the vegetation heat storage, the net radiation, ground

conduction (heat) flux, the sensible heat flux and the latent heat flux, respectively. The basic idea is140

that closure should be as close as possible to unity when observations are compared with LSM output

since such models close the energy budget (to a high degree) by design. As it turns out, the mean

closure imbalance for FluxNet sites is typically 20 % (Wilson et al., 2002). According to Twine et al.

(2000), the net radiation is probably the most accurately measured component of the energy balance

and closure can be reasonably done by adjustingH andLE. The Bowen ratio closure method is often145

adopted to correct the non-closure. It consists in assuming that the Bowen ratio (ratio of the sensible

to the latent heat fluxes) is well estimated by the eddy covariance system, so that the turbulent fluxes

can be adjusted while conserving the Bowen ratio to ensure closure (Blyth et al., 2010; Zheng et al.,

2014; Er-Raki et al., 2008). The adjusted sensible and latent heat fluxes can be computed as:

Hadj =H + res× H

H +LE
(2)150

LEadj = LE + res× LE

H +LE
(3)

where Hadj and LEadj (W m−2) represent the adjusted sensible and latent heat fluxes, respectively,

and the residual energy is defined as

res =Rn−G−S−H −LE (4)155

Among the terms in Eq. 4, the energy stored in the canopy, S, is generally not measured. Even

though it is relatively small compared to the net radiation, it has been shown to be non-negligible
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in some forest canopies (Oliphant et al., 2004). One possible method which can be used to address

this issue is to use the simulated residual (Blyth et al., 2010). In the current study, tests were done

using both the model simulated S and neglecting it. It was found that incorporating this term had160

very little influence on the adjusted fluxes. In the analysis that follows, we neglected this term and

both the original and the adjusted fluxes are shown.

3.2 Local scale evaluation over France

Three well-instrumented forest sites have been used for model evaluation which cover a range in

climate, soils and vegetation characteristics. Their location is shown in Fig. 1 and their main char-165

acteristics are summarized in Table 2. At each site, measurements of sensible and latent heat fluxes

were made using the eddy covariance technique, and the ground heat flux was measured with flux

plates. Soil temperature (T ) and volumetric moisture content (wg) profiles were also available for

two of the sites (Le Bray and Barbeau).

The Barbeau site is located in the Barbeau National Forest which is approximately 60 km from170

Paris (48.4◦N, 2.7◦E, France, elevation 90 m). This site consists mainly of a deciduous broadleaf

mature oak forest which has an average height of 27 m. The climate is temperate, with a mean

annual temperature of 10.7 ◦C and the annual rainfall is 680 kg m−2. The soil texture is loam in the

upper soil and clay loam at the lower portion of the soil profile (Prévost-Bouré et al., 2009).

The Le Bray site is located about 20 km from Bordeaux, France (44.7◦N, -0.7◦E, elevation 62 m).175

It is a maritime pine forest classified as evergreen needleleaf with an average height of 18 m with

a dense grass understory which comprises about half of the total LAI at its maximum. The mean

annual temperature is 12.9 ◦C and the mean annual precipitation is 997 kg m−2. The soil is a sandy

and hydromorphic podzol with a layer of compacted sand which starts at a depth between 0.4 and

0.8 m, which constitutes the limit of root penetration. The site also has a water table whose depth180

fluctuates during the year and, at times, can reach the surface. This is the only site where specific

measurements for litter were made, and a near constant litter thickness of 0.05 m was observed (Ogée

and Brunet, 2002).

The Puéchabon site is located roughly 35 km northwest of Montpelier in the Puéchabon State For-

est (43.7◦N, 3.5◦E, elevation 270 m). Vegetation is largely dominated by a dense over-story of holm185

oak (evergreen broadleaf forest) with a mean height of 5.5 m. The climate is typical Mediterranean

with mean annual temperature of 13.5 ◦C and a mean annual precipitation of 872 kg m−2. The soil

texture is homogeneous down to about 0.5 m depth and it can be described as silty clay loam. The

parent rock is limestone (Rambal et al., 2014)

3.3 Benchmark190

The second part of the study uses observations from a subset of the FluxNet sites to asses system-

atically or benchmark the suite of ISBA versions developed at Météo-France. The FluxNet database
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has been used for LSM evaluation by several widely used LSM models (Stöckli et al., 2008; Blyth

et al., 2010; Ukkola et al., 2015). Many sites are available within the FluxNet database, however in

the current study, only those sites and years with an energy balance closure of 20 % (or less) before195

adjustment of the turbulent fluxes are retained. Ground heat flux was assumed to represent 3 % of net

radiation when it is not available (this is close to the average value over the three French sites). After

screening, 42 forested sites remain which give a total of 179 years of observations (see Fig. 11 for

the locations of the sites used in the current study). The method used to gap fill missing atmospheric

forcing data is described in Vuichard and Papale (2015). The three sites from the first part of this200

study have been removed in this analysis.

4 Model set up

The simulations are performed using the diffusive soil (DIF) option meaning that the soil heat and

mass transfers are solved on a multi-layer grid (Decharme et al., 2011b). A recently developed multi-

layer canopy radiative transfer scheme (Carrer et al., 2013) has been incorporated into MEB in order205

to determine the fraction of incoming radiation intercepted by the canopy layer, transmitted to the

ground and reflected. This model uses structural organization of the canopy and spectral properties

of the leaves as well as the albedo from the soil and the vegetation for two different spectral bands

(visible and near-infrared). Finally, the estimation of the stomatal resistance is made with the A-

gs formulation (Calvet et al., 1998; Gibelin et al., 2006) which simulates photosynthesis and its210

coupling to the stomatal conductance in response to atmospheric CO2. Parameters of the stomatal

resistance scheme are vegetation type dependent and were chosen according to the ECOCLIMAP

database.

Three simulations were performed for each site in order to assess the impact of the new canopy

and litter layers on the simulated fluxes, soil temperature and soil moisture. The models were forced215

with atmospheric data at half-hourly time steps. In the first simulation, the reference model (i.e.

using a single composite vegetation and surface-soil layer) was used and it is hereafter referred to as

ISBA. The second simulation with the explicit canopy layer corresponds to the ISBA model using

the MEB approach (referred as MEB herein for simplicity). The last simulation was carried out with

both the explicit canopy layer and the explicit forest litter layer and it is referred to as MEBL.220

4.1 Local scale

The pedotransfer functions of Clapp and Hornberger (1978) are used for the soil water flow. The soil

hydraulic conductivity at saturation, the so-called b-exponent and the matric potential at saturation

are computed with the continuous formulations of Noilhan et al. (1995) using the textural properties

at each site. The wilting point, field capacity and the water content at saturation were computed225

using the observations of soil volumetric water content and/or following the recommendations of
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the site principal investigators (Table 3). An hydraulic conductivity exponential profile was used

to model the packing of the soil with depth. Soil organic content, which affects the hydrological

and thermal coefficients as in Decharme et al. (2016), is modeled using the input data from the

Harmonized World Soil Database (HWSD, Nachtergaele and Batjes, 2012). LAI , canopy height,230

vegetation type, total soil and root depths were set to values found in the corresponding literature for

each site (Table 3). Litter thickness, ∆zl, which is one of the key parameters of the litter module,

varies in space and time. This study assumes it is constant in time based on estimates made at each

site. This is an important approximation, but a literature review reveals that measured litter thickness

generally varies from one to ten centimeters (see Table 1). Because of the uncertainties related to235

specification of this parameter, a series of sensitivity tests are done and the results are presented in

Sec. 5.2.

At the Le Bray site, the water table has a significant influence on the seasonal soil wetness. Mea-

surements of its depth were available and allowed a simple parametrization to be developed. It con-

sists in a strong relaxation towards saturation in soil layers below the observed water table depth.240

Thus, soil moisture within the saturated zone is very close to the observed values in the saturated or

nearly saturated layers, while soil moisture above this zone is permitted to freely evolve.

For each site, simulated turbulent heat fluxes were compared (Figs. 4a-b; 5a-b; 6a-b) to both the

original and the adjusted-observed values assuming that model results should fall inside the area

delimited by these two curves. Moreover, since a proper evaluation of each flux component of the245

energy balance has to be done with a closed energy budget (in order to be consistent with the model

which imposes closure by design), the scores are computed with the adjusted flux values.

4.2 Benchmark

The ECOCLIMAP land cover and the HWSD soil data bases were used to prescribe most of the

needed parameters as was done for the local scale evaluation for the three French sites (in the previ-250

ous section). This is also consistent with the method used for spatially distributed offline and fully

coupled (with the atmosphere) simulations with ISBA. However, note that soil texture, canopy height

and vegetation type were chosen in agreement with literature values for each site where available,

therefore they superseded the ECOCLIMAP values for these parameters. The default thickness of

the litter layer is set to three centimeters based on the sensitivity test results presented in Section 5.2255

and in overall agreement with literature values (Table 1).

Initial conditions can have a significant impact on both the sensible and the latent heat fluxes,

but they were not known thus a spin-up period was used for each site. Sites were initialized with

saturated soil water content conditions and the first available year was repeated at least ten times

until a predefined convergence criteria was achieved. Only the latent and sensible heat fluxes are260

evaluated since the ground heat flux, soil temperature and soil water content were not available at

each FluxNet site.
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5 Results and discussion

The MEB model has been compared to both observations and the standard ISBA composite veg-

etation model for several well-instrumented contrasting (in terms of forest type and climate) sites265

in France, and to a sub-set of the FluxNet sites for multiple annual cycles using a benchmarking

application. The results of these evaluations and of several sensitivity tests are given in this section.

5.1 Evaluation for three well-instrumented forested sites

5.1.1 Net radiation

The total net radiation (Rnet) is analyzed in terms of the net longwave (LWnet) and shortwave270

(SWnet) components. The SWnet primarily depends on the prescribed albedo for the soil, αg ,

and the vegetation, αv . In ISBA, the is net shortwave radiation is simply defined as SWnet =

(1−αeff )SW ↓, where the effective albedo is simply αeff = vegαv + (1−veg)αg and veg is the

vegetation cover fraction (which is constant for forests). For the MEB simulations, the scheme from

Carrer et al. (2013) is used which uses the soil and vegetation albedo for two spectral bands (which275

are aggregated to all-wavelength values for ISBA), along with the LAI (the notion of veg is not

applicable to MEB) in order to obtain an estimate of the vegetation optical thickness. Despite these

differences, results are very close, as seen in Table 4. The models perform well with relatively low

values of average RMSE (6.1 W m−2) and average annual error (AE < 8 W m−2) for all three sites.

Since MEB explicitly uses the shortwave radiation transmitted through the canopy for the ground net280

radiation computation, it can be compared with the photosynthetically active radiation (PAR) mea-

surements below the canopy within the Barbeau and Puéchabon forests (Fig. 3). Comparison with

MEB results revealed that the transmission coefficient for the PAR is overestimated. The radiative

transfer scheme parameter which exerts the most control over this process is the clumping index,

and it has been adjusted for these two sites. However, the shortwave radiation transmission remains285

slightly over-estimated at the Barbeau forest during the first three months of the year including this

adjustment (Fig. 3b). The main reason is that during this period, the LAI is very low but the trunks

and branches intercept solar radiation (the forest is relatively old and tall, so that this effect can be

quite significant) which is not taken into account by the model. This could be done by including a

stem area index (SAI), but currently the default minimum LAI is used as a proxy for this effect.290

The simulated LWnet, which depends on the explicit contributions from the soil, vegetation and

snow in MEB, and the composite soil-vegetation layer and snow in ISBA, was quite similar among

the model versions and led to a fairly good comparison with measurements. The annual RMSE is less

than 8 W m−2 for each site and run on average, and the annual AE is less than 3 W m−2 (Table 4).

This is due, in part, to the use of the same values of emissivity for soil, snow and vegetation in295

ISBA and MEB. It is also due to the fact that LW ↓ is the same for both models. Note that another

parameter which can have an impact on LWnet is the ratio of the roughness length for momentum
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to that for heat, which is commonly referred to as kB−1 = ln(z0/z0h). In the default version of

ISBA, the roughness length ratio is defined as z0/z0h = 10 (which corresponds to kB−1 ≈ 2.3),

and this value has been determined as a value which works well generally (although for local scale300

applications, values can be prescribed to range from 1 to on the order of 1×102). But note that there

is evidence that kB−1 is actually closer to 1 for tall canopies (e.g., Yang and Friedl, 2003) which

corresponds to a roughness length ratio of approximately 2.7. A ratio of one is used for forests

within the default version of the original two-source model in the RCA dual-energy budget LSM.

Thus currently, a ratio of one is used for MEB since it is closer to kB−1 ≈ 1, in contrast to 10305

for ISBA. The larger roughness ratio in ISBA can be seen as a way of compensating for an under-

estimated diurnal cycle of the surface radiative temperature owing to a composite soil-vegetation

heat capacity (which is larger than that for a bulk vegetation layer as in MEB). This implies that the

explicit canopy representation in MEB allows us to use a slightly more realistic value of roughness

length ratio for forest canopies.310

5.1.2 Latent heat flux

At Le Bray and Puéchabon, the simulated values of total LE are relatively close between the three

simulations and in fairly good agreement with the adjusted measurements. Above the forest, most

of the evapotranspiration comes from canopy transpiration (Fig. 2), which is modulated to a large

extent for the three sites by the root zone soil moisture. All three of the simulations use the same315

scheme for the soil water and the stomatal resistance. The simulations tend slightly underestimate

LE (negative AE) for both these sites and models on an annual basis. One possible explanation is

that the formulation of the stomatal resistance was originally adapted for low vegetation types, such

as crops (Calvet et al., 1998). At Barbeau, the LE underestimation (bias) is larger. The likely reason

is owing to the presence of a water table that was not explicitly measured, but strong evidence for it’s320

existence can be seen in the measured soil water (especially in winter and spring: Fig. 9e). Without

an explicit groundwater parameterization, it is not possible to model this water table accurately

and development of such a scheme was beyond the scope of the current study. But these very wet

observed soil conditions resulted in mostly unstressed conditions during this time frame, and this

high level of soil water was not modeled by ISBA or MEB.325

For the Mediterranean forest at Puéchabon, most of the net radiation is converted into sensible

heat flux (Fig. 5a) which leads to good results for the three simulations (Table 4). However, the

R2 for LE is still improved by 14 % for MEBL compared to ISBA (Table 4), which is related to

the improved sensible heat flux simulation (see Section 5.1.3 for more details). The RMSE scores

are not very different between the three simulations, although the results are slightly improved with330

MEB and MEBL (the RMSE is 7 % lower with MEB and 10 % with MEBL compared to ISBA).

The main difference between the three simulations for this site is the ground evaporation. It is very

small for ISBA, but this is largely due to the class-dependent prescription of a vegetation fraction,

10

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



veg, of 0.99 (Table 3). This severely limits the baresoil evaporation for this particular class. This high

value was defined for this class within ISBA to avoid excessive baresoil evaporation in the composite335

scheme (amounting to a tuning parameter) resulting from the use of an aggregated surface roughness

(resulting in a relatively large roughness for the ground) and to model in a very simplistic way the

shading effect. For MEB, the veg parameter does not exist, and instead the partitioning between Eg

and Ev is controlled more by physical processes (largely by the annual cycle of LAI). The MEB Eg

turns out to be significantly larger than that for ISBA for this site, but MEBL produces an Eg which340

is closer to that of ISBA.

The two other sites have a higher annual evapotranspiration than the Mediterranean site and a

larger ground evaporation, especially for ISBA. At Le Bray, evapotranspiration is almost the same for

the three simulations (Fig. 2a), with a slight underestimation between September and April (Fig. 4b).

Ground evaporation was measured at this site from March 14 to April 6 in 1998 Lamaud et al. (2001),345

leading to an estimate of the cumulative evaporation from the ground of approximately 7.2 kg m−2

during this period. For each of the three available years of this study (2006-2008), MEBL simulates

an evaporation from the litter of around 6.5 kg m−2 during this period, whereas ISBA evaporates

16 kg m−2 from the ground. This shows the ability of the litter model to limit ground evaporation

during this period.350

At Barbeau, the interpretation of the results is much more complex because of the deciduous

broadleaf nature of the forest. In winter, the LAI is very low and latent heat flux is dominated by

the ground evaporation. In spring, when net radiation increases but vegetation is not fully developed,

MEB significantly overestimates LE owing to a large ground evaporation (Fig. 6b), in contrast to

MEBL, which limits surface evaporation to 1.5 times less owing to the litter layer. In summer, the355

ISBA simulation appears to better simulate LE (in terms of total amount). However, taking a closer

look at the partitioning of evapotranspiration reveals that transpiration and evaporation from the

canopy reservoir are almost the same but ground evaporation is very different compared to MEB

and MEBL. Both MEB simulations simulate considerably less ground evaporation compared to the

standard ISBA simulation which simulates 25 % of annual LE as ground evaporation as shown in360

Fig. 2 (especially due to the summertime contribution). This value is certainly over-estimated since at

this time of the year, very little energy is expected to reach the ground (the leaf area index is around

5 m2 m−2). For example, during July, ISBA and MEBL evaporate 33.4 kg m−2 and 4.5 kg m−2

directly from the ground, respectively, whereas the total energy reaching the soil, is only equivalent

to a maximum possible evaporation of 8.1 kg m−2 based on PAR measurements. Second, in the365

composite ISBA scheme, the roughness length, z0, used for ground evaporation is the same as that

for transpiration, and it is computed using an inverse-log averaging between soil and vegetation

values weighted by the fraction cover Noilhan et al. (1995). The forest cover in ISBA uses a fraction

cover of 0.95, thus the effective surface roughness is dominated by the vegetation roughness and

is nearly 2 orders of magnitude larger than a typical soil roughness (0.01 m, which is close to the370
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MEB value) leading to a relatively low aerodynamic resistance. Thus, the ISBA model simulates

a reasonable LE which is comparable to MEB owing to a weak transpiration compensating an

excessive bare soil evaporation. This is one of the known biases which MEB was intended to reduce.

5.1.3 Sensible heat flux

For all of the sites, more significant differences occur for the simulated H compared to LE; with375

the most significant differences occurring with MEBL (see Table 4). At Le Bray and Puéchabon, the

observed H is in better agreement between the MEBL and MEB runs with an average RMSE over

these two sites of 67.7 W m−2 with the ISBA, 49.5 W m−2 with MEB and 48 W m−2 for MEBL. In

addition, the R2 are improved with average of 0.82 for ISBA, 0.89 for MEB and 0.90 for MEBL. At

Barbeau during summer, the MEB and MEBL simulations constantly over-estimate H . As shown in380

the previous section, LE is underestimated in particular for MEB and MEBL. As net radiation and

ground heat flux (section 5.1.4) are well simulated, H tends to be over-estimated. ISBA produces

fairly good results despite overestimations of the ground heat flux and ground evaporation.

The improvement for the two MEB simulations are mainly related to three processes;

– The use of an explicit canopy layer which intercepts most of the downward solar radiation385

thereby reducing the net radiation at the ground surface. This leaves more energy available for

turbulent fluxes in contrast to ISBA which is directly connected to forest floor and can more

easily propagate energy into the ground by conduction.

– The use of a lower roughness length ratio (momentum to heat: z0/z0h) which leads to an

increase in the roughness length for heat and water vapor and therefore the turbulent fluxes.390

– The presence of a litter layer limits the penetration of energy into the ground because of its

low thermal diffusivity which leads to a reduction of the ground heat flux (amplitude) and thus

to more available energy for H and LE.

5.1.4 Ground heat flux

A substantial effect of both MEB and MEBL is the ground heat flux reduction. The explicit repre-395

sentation of the canopy induces a shading effect due to the leaves, stems and branches, so that less

energy reaches the ground. But in addition, the explicit representation of the litter layer also modifies

the ground heat flux by acting as a buffer for the top soil layer due to its low thermal diffusivity. It

can be seen in Fig. 7 that for each site, MEB and MEBL had improved simulations of G in terms

of amplitude and phase with regards to ISBA. The mean AE of the three experiments remains very400

low (Table 4), even for the ISBA model. This demonstrates that the two MEB experiments reduce

the amplitude and improve the phasing of this flux while its daily average was reasonably well rep-

resented with the standard ISBA model. The mean RMSE averaged over all years and sites is 11.7
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W m−2 with the explicit litter, 24.3 W m−2 without it and 47.1 W m−2 using ISBA (the scores are

summarized in Table 4).405

The ISBA overestimation of the flux amplitude often represents several 10’s of W m−2 during

both daytime and nighttime (Fig.s 4c; 5c; 6c), which reduces the amount of energy available for

turbulent fluxes. For all sites, improvements of the ground heat flux are the same from one season

to another which means that using a constant thickness for the litter layer is likely adequate. The

MEBL overestimates the reduction of G from June to September only for the Le Bray site (Fig. 4c).410

However, the presence of a very dense understory at this site (accounting for half of the LAI over

this period) makes the radiative transfer modeling much more complicated and could potentially

lead to an underestimation of the incoming radiation at the forest floor. The understory contribution

to the shortwave fluxes is simply represented using a bulk overstory-understory aggregated LAI .

In contrast to the other two sites, the effect of shading and litter at Puéchabon are not sufficient to415

reduce the G significantly (to be more in line with observed values) no matter what the season. The

parameters of the radiative transfer scheme have been calibrated through the modification of the

clumping index so that the energy passing through the canopy is well modeled (Fig 3b). Sensitivity

tests have been done for which the ground albedo and soil texture were modified over realistic ranges,

but this did not resolve the issue, and so the over-estimated G is likely due to other causes (such as420

the need to better adjust the turbulent transfer parameters to better correspond to the vegetation at

this site). At any rate, the MEBL G is still superior to that simulated using MEB and ISBA for this

site. Finally, at Barbeau, the MEBL simulation produces good results for G (Fig. 6c) except for a

short period in winter when the shortwave radiation transmission is also over-estimated (see Fig. 3c).

5.1.5 Soil temperature425

A good description of the soil thermal characteristics is needed to model temperatures at different

depths, along with a correspondingly good estimate of the surface soil heat flux. The soil characteris-

tics (thermal conductivity and heat capacity) are calculated based on the input soil texture (sand and

clay fractions) and organic matter contained in the soil. The soil temperature simulation statistics

in Table 5 were computed for the three model configurations using available measurements at each430

site. MEBL and MEB have considerably lower RMSE of soil temperatures for each site compared

to ISBA. The RMSE of the first measured depth of each site (between 0.04 and 0.10 m) is 10 to 20

% lower for MEB compared to the ISBA model, and 20 to 60 % lower between MEBL and ISBA.

Moreover, R2 is also improved with an average value for all of the sites of 0.96 for MEBL, 0.94

with MEB and 0.90 for ISBA. The good agreement between simulated and measured temperatures435

and the improvements with MEB are consistent with the improvement of the ground heat flux shown

in the previous section (Fig. 7). Note, however, that the improvement of the simulated temperature

at Puéchabon is not as significant as for the other sites. This was expected since, as shown in the

previous section, the G was over-estimated for this site: the RMSE is reduced with the MEB and
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MEBL experiments, but it remains high (3.8 and 3.3 K, respectively). In general, there are relatively440

low AE values for each site and soil depth (AE < 1.3 K), but a seasonally varying AE remains. The

general effect of MEB is to reduce the mean annual temperature by 1 to 2 K (resulting in a shift in

the annual cycle), while MEBL dampens the annual cycle amplitude. Indeed, the litter reduces both

the energy loss during the cold season and gains in heat during the summer season. The composite

monthly average diurnal cycles of the uppermost available measured temperature for each site is445

shown in Fig. 8. The relatively low AE calculated over the entire year (Table 5) masks a negative

AE during the cold season (November to March) and a positive AE during the warm season (May

to September). At all sites, both MEB simulations improve the mean daily values during the warm

season, but only MEBL reduces the negative bias that occurs during the cold season. So, when look-

ing at the composite diurnal cycles, it is obvious that the use of MEBL verses MEB improves the450

performance in terms of amplitude and phase all year long even if a relatively small bias remains.

The ISBA model daytime overestimation can be as high as 10 K , whereas with the MEBL model it

does not exceed 3 K.

5.1.6 Soil moisture

The observed and simulated soil water content time series for an annual cycle are displayed in Fig. 9.455

Soil volumetric water content measures are available at 30 minute time steps at Le Bray and Barbeau.

At Puéchabon, no half-hourly measurements were available but a reference curve, which corresponds

to a model-derived interpolation of discrete soil water storage measurement (Lempereur et al., 2015),

has been added to the figure. A fairly good overall agreement between simulated and observed total

soil water content is found. Moreover, the three experiments lead to very similar results, which is460

consistent with the fact that evapotranspiration has been found to be the least impacted flux between

ISBA, MEB and MEBL.

More significant differences can be seen in terms of the top soil water content. In particular, for

the Le Bray and Barbeau forests, at the end and beginning of the year, respectively, ISBA and MEB

simulate unrealistic drops in the liquid soil water content (Fig. 9, b and f). These drops are caused465

by the underestimation of the soil temperature during these periods which makes the water freeze.

These drops are not present in the MEBL simulation. In fact, the near-surface soil temperature stays

above 0 deg C owing to an insulating effect from the litter so that the water remains liquid as seen in

the measurements. At Barbeau, all the three model approaches underestimate the total soil moisture

during the first two thirds of the year (Fig. 9e) which is mainly related to the presence of a water470

table which is not explicitly modeled. MEB and MEBL are more sensitive than ISBA to this process

since they simulate more transpiration than ISBA (although MEBL is slightly wetter since Eg is

always less in MEBL compared to MEB.
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5.2 Sensitivity tests

There is uncertainty with respect to the definition of several key model parameters which are not475

usually available in the observations so that several sensitivity tests have been undertaken. Three

parameters have been tested; i) the extinction coefficient for the long wave transmission through the

canopy (Boone et al., 2016), ii) the leaf geometry which modulates the solar radiation transmitted

through the canopy (Carrer et al., 2013), and iii) the litter thickness which controls the impact of

litter on both the hydrological and thermal regimes (see Appendix A).480

For all three of the sites, the long wave transmission coefficient has a very weak influence on each

of the simulations for a reasonable range of values (0.3 to 0.7, 0.5 being the default value which is

based on an value used by Verseghy et al. (1993). The RMSE calculated with observed and simulated

total long wave up radiation varies less than 2 W m−2 over this range for the 3 sites on an annual

basis.485

The litter layer thickness values tested range between 0.01 and 0.10 m based on values from the

literature (Table 1). The MEBL default values based on recommendations from the site principal

investigators are shown in Table 2. The G is the most sensitive to these changes and RMSE values

for these tests are shown on Fig. 10 for Le Bray and Barbeau. Note that these tests were not done

for Puéchabon since G was overestimated despite the litter layer (which implies that optimizing490

litter thickness for these site to improve fluxes would likely result as a compensating error related

to another process). Minimum errors values are reached for thicknesses above approximately 0.03

m which is consistent with the recommended site values and those from several other studies (see

Table 1). Note that these thickness values also produce the lowest H and LE RMSE (not shown).

The clumping index was tested since it is the key parameter of the radiative transfer control-495

ling the transmission and absorption of incoming short wave radiation through the canopy (Carrer

et al., 2013). Three configurations were tested for the MEBL configuration; i) the default value, ii) a

clumping index increased by 50 % (a more closed canopy) and iii) an index decreased by 50 %. This

parameter alters the computation of the upwelling shortwave radiation, and the values of the turbu-

lent and ground heat flux since it changes the partitioning of available energy between the canopy500

and the litter layer. However, the H and LE RMSE only changed by 3 to 8 % depending on site,

thus for now, the default clumping index values are used.

In summary, owing to these sensitivity tests, the default extinction coefficient for long wave trans-

mission is retained as a constant value of 0.5. A default constant value of litter thickness is defined as

0.03 m since it is both not widely observed and it tends to be a threshold for which the effect of litter505

onG becomes notable and positive (and errors begin to slowly increase slightly above this threshold)

for several contrasting sites. One could even define an slightly larger value based on Fig. 10 (0.04 m

for example), but a first order approximation is required as opposed to a tuned value based on just

two sites. Also, the layer should be relatively thin to insure a robust diurnal cycle (as opposed to

using values on the high side from these tests or based on the literature). The default clumping index510
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used in the shortwave radiative transfer led to an over-estimation of the below-canopy radiation for

the two sites where measurements of below canopy PAR were available, and slight improvements

were found by adjusting this parameter (to values still within it’s realistic range). But in fact, the im-

pact of tuning the clumping index was found to have only a relatively small impact on the simulated

turbulent heat fluxes with the MEBL simulation so that the default value is considered to be robust515

enough for now. As a final note, if measured values are available or can be readily determined for

the longwave transmission coefficient, litter thickness, and shortwave radiation transmission (for ex-

ample, at local scale well-instrumented sites for studies oriented towards detailed process analysis),

they can be used to replace the aforementioned default values.

5.3 Worldwide skill score assessment520

The comparison of modeling results with field measurements from over 42 Fluxnet sites (Fig. 11)

reveals that the results from the benchmark are consistent with those from the three local French

sites. Only the MEBL and the ISBA models are considered here.

MEBL and ISBA generally performed well in simulating the Rnet, but both tended to slightly

underestimate daytime values with a mean bias of 10 W m−2 corresponding to approximately 9 %525

of the average net radiation Note that the Rnet was slightly better simulated for the three local scale

sites (Sec. 5.1), but this results in part, because the benchmark uses values from the ECOCLIMAP

database (which likely introduces some error relative to using observed values of albedo for exam-

ple). Scatter plot of the statistical metrics (RMSE, R2 and AE) obtained for the sensible and the

latent heat fluxes are shown in Fig. 12 and Fig. 13, respectively. Each black dot corresponds to the530

average score over all available years for a given site. The shaded area corresponds to the sites and

years for which the MEBL model outperforms the ISBA model and the dashed lines represent the

average over all sites. Finally, the percentage of sites for which MEBL was superior to ISBA for a

particular score is given in the title of each panel within the aforementioned figures.

The sensible heat flux AE (Fig. 12c) is quite similar for the two model approaches as evidenced535

by the relatively low scatter (most of the values are within -20 to 20 W m−2). This is consistent

with previous conclusions for the detailed local scale run analysis (Table 4) and confirms that the

influence of the multi-source model is more significant for diurnal cycles than for daily average

results. However, a very significant improvement of the sensible heat flux R2 is observed and for

93.5 % of the sites for MEBL. This shows the ability of MEBL, as demonstrated in Sec. 5.1, to540

better represent the phase of turbulent fluxes owing to the explicit representation of the canopy layer

and especially the more realistic lower value of the heat capacity of vegetation with respect to ISBA.

The amplitude of the sensible heat flux diurnal cycle is also improved as suggested by the im-

proved RMSE values (Fig. 12a) over 90.5 % of the sites. This better amplitude performance is re-

lated to both the canopy shading and litter insulation effects which lower the diurnal amplitude of the545

ground heat flux and provide more energy for the turbulent fluxes. The recent so called PLUMBER
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experiment Best et al. (2015) found that for H , most of the LSMs they studied (including ISBA)

were not able to beat the one variable non-linear regression that uses instantaneous downward short-

wave radiation and observed surface fluxes. The results in this study present a possible reason for

this (since most of the LSMs do not include an explicit litter layer), therefore we recommend that550

the ground heat flux should be better investigated and could be contributing to the generally poor

performance of simulating H among LSMs for the Fluxnet sites.

The latent heat flux, LE, results between the two models are more similar than for H . Based on

the results from Sec. 5.1, this was expected since the vapor flux is mainly controlled by the stomatal

resistance parametrization and soil hydrology (which are the same for MEBL and ISBA). Fig. 13a555

shows that the differences in RMSE between MEBL and ISBA are relatively small between the two

simulations. However, an improvement in the R2 coefficient is obtained (Fig. 13b), with 73.3 % of

the sites showing an improvement with MEBL. Note that a negative AE is obtained for most of the

sites. This result is also consistent with the local evaluation over the three French sites (Table 4 and

as shown in Fig. 2). Since both the ISBA and MEBL approaches have similar errors in this respect, it560

is assumed that this is likely caused by an aspect of ISBA which is common among the two models,

such as root-zone water uptake, hydrology, or stomatal resistance for example. In a general, a very

good consistency is found between the analysis in Sec. 5.1 for highly instrumented sites and the

more general benchmark application in this section. This is a positive result for a model which is

designed for weather forecast and climate simulations at a global scale.565

Finally, it is of interest to determine if the results are conditioned by certain key physiographic

parameters, notably the LAI . The differences in RMSE between MEBL and ISBA are shown in

Fig. 14 for different ranges of LAI as box plots. Each box is plotted using the 10, 25, 50, 75 and 90

percentiles of the normalized difference in RMSE calculated over one-month periods for each site

that satisfies the closure condition adopted for this study (i.e. less than 20 % imbalance). In Fig. 14a570

, the improvement of RMSE is significant for forested sites with a relatively low LAI (LAI<2)

which represents 19 % of the cases, moderate for medium LAI (2<LAI<4), 46 % of the cases,

and weak for high LAI (LAI>4), 35 % of the cases. This shows that the gains of the multi source

energy budget are more significant when the canopy is relatively sparse or open (corresponding to a

relatively low LAI), so that the surface fluxes have significant contributions from both the ground575

and the canopy. When there is a medium LAI range, the same conclusion applies to a lesser extent.

Thus as LAI becomes large, the MEBL and ISBA results converge (since the fluxes are dominated

by the canopy). Fig. 14 is consistent with previous results in that the simulatedLE is similar between

MEBL and ISBA so that RMSE differences are low on average.
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6 Conclusions580

This study is the second of a set of two papers which describe the introduction of the new multi en-

ergy balance (MEB) approach within the interactions between the soil biosphere atmosphere model

(ISBA) as part of the SURFEX platform. Two new explicit bulk layers have been implemented, one

for the vegetation canopy and the other for a litter layer. This paper describes a two-part local-scale

offline evaluation of both the bulk canopy scheme (MEB) and the combined bulk canopy-litter layer585

(MEBL) approaches, and the results are also compared to the standard composite-vegetation ISBA

model. The model parameterization governing the litter layer is also presented. The evaluation is

done by investigating the ability of the models to simulate the fluxes above (sensible and latent heat

flux) and below (ground heat flux) different forest canopies and the ability of the different approaches

to reproduce the observed soil temperatures and soil water content.590

In the first part of this study, an evaluation over three well-instrumented forested sites in France

was done using observed forest characteristics, and turbulent, radiative and heat conduction (ground

flux) measurements with a particular attention paid to the energy balance closure issue. The mid-

latitude forest sites were contrasting in terms of both vegetation type (needleleaf, broadleaf) and

climate (Mediterranean, temperate). In the second part of this study, a statistical evaluation was done595

using the framework of a benchmark platform based upon 42 sites scattered throughout the world

from the Fluxnet network.

In terms of the model evaluation for the three French forested sites, the standard ISBA model

was found to underestimate the amplitude of the sensible heat flux, H , and overestimate that of the

ground heat flux,G, the latter of which is in agreement with an overestimation of the soil temperature600

amplitude. Also, latent heat flux is generally well simulated despite being slightly underestimated.

The simulation with the two new explicit layers greatly reduced the G and soil temperature errors

owing mainly to shading effect of the canopy layer and the low thermal diffusivity of the litter layer.

The relatively low thermal conductivity of the litter greatly reduced the ground heat flux and soil

temperature amplitudes, in addition to modifying their phase in better agreement with the measure-605

ments: the RMSE decreased from 47.1 to 10.0 W m−2 on average. As a result, more energy was

available for the turbulent heat fluxes. Since latent heat flux was generally water limited, most of this

excess energy went into H: the average RMSE for the three well-instrumented sites decreased from

62.1 to 50 W m−2 with the new parameterizations. This result might have importance beyond those

for ISBA, since the results of the recent PLUMBER (Best et al., 2015) LSM inter-comparison and610

evaluation experiment highlighted the general poor performance of LSM-estimated H (including

ISBA) compared to a subset of the Fluxnet observations. Since net radiation and latent heat fluxes

were generally reasonably well simulated, this implies that one of the main sources of error in H

is likely related to the ground heat flux simulation based on the energy budget equation. This study

showed that at least for ISBA (using the MEBL option), the inclusion of litter lead to significantly615

improved ground conduction which resulted in better sensible heat fluxes.
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In terms of temporal dynamics, the main differences in latent heat flux between ISBA and MEBL

occur during spring for the deciduous forest site where the litter layer acts to significantly limit soil

evaporation, whereas ISBA and MEB (without explicit litter) overestimate evapotranspiration due to

strong ground evaporation (owing to a relatively low LAI combined with large incoming radiation620

and generally low to unstressed soil conditions). And despite the overall similar total annual evap-

otranspiration simulated by ISBA and MEBL, the partitioning between canopy evapotranspiration,

Ev , and ground evaporation, Eg , is more realistic with MEBL than ISBA. This is mainly related to

the conceptual design of the composite vegetation, which uses a single aggregated roughness length

for both vegetation and soil (which leads to a slight underestimate of canopy roughness but a signif-625

icant overestimate of ground roughness and thus relatively large Eg compared to the explicit bulk

canopy approach of MEB). In addition, the structure of MEB enables the model to directly use the

radiation transmitted through the canopy when computing the ground surface energy budget. Mea-

surements from two of the three well-instrumented forest sites indicate that MEBL simulates the

downwelling shortwave radiation relatively well, and this sets a theoretical limit on the amount of630

energy available for the turbulent fluxes at the surface (which again, is often lower than the energy

available for Eg in the composite ISBA scheme). The more physically-based vegetation canopy in

MEB also implies that there is no longer a dependence on the ISBA parameter veg (vegetation cover

fraction), which was constant for forests and tuned (to values between 0.95 and 0.99) to prevent

excessive Eg .635

The main conclusions made from analysis of the three well-instrumented sites were found to be

consistent with the results of a statistical benchmark analysis over a subset of 42 forested sites from

the Fluxnet network. The sensible heat flux RMSE was improved for 87.5 % of these sites with

the new parameterizations (MEBL). The selected sites encompassed a wide range of climate and

several different forest land-cover types, thus it is a necessary test before implementing MEBL in640

regional to global scale applications. The benchmark also showed that the impact of the explicit

treatment of the canopy and litter layer was more significant for relatively open canopies (low to

medium LAI values), whereas for closed canopies (high LAI), all three of the model approaches

simulation results converge. This is not overly surprising since in the limit as a canopy becomes tall

and quite dense, the composite scheme resembles a vegetation canopy (the soil contribution becomes645

significantly less). But again, ISBA tends to simulate considerably more baresoil evaporation in the

peak growing season (maximum LAI) than MEBL, so there is error compensation which is masked

to a large extent when looking at the total evapotranspiration. In terms of prospectives, evaluation

of MEB is ongoing, and offline spatially distributed applications within SIM (Habets et al., 2008)

and at the global scale are being tested and compared to ISBA, along with an examination of the650

improvements obtained in high latitudes (owing, in part, to a more detailed representation of snow

interception processes). Also, additional local scale tests are being done for both tropical (since there

were relatively few such sites in Fluxnet) and semi-arid forests (owing to the impact of MEB for the
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latter as shown herein). Finally, experiments are being prepared for fully coupled land-atmosphere

simulation tests in both mesoscale and climate model applications at Météo-France.655

7 Code Availability

The MEB code is a part of the ISBA LSM and is available as open source via the surface modelling

patform called SURFEX, which can be downloaded at http://www.cnrm-game-meteo.fr/surfex/. SUR-

FEX is updated at a relatively low frequency (every 3 to 6 months) and the developments presented

in this paper are available starting with SURFEX version 8.0. If more frequent updates are needed,660

or if what is required is not in Open-SURFEX (DrHOOK, FA/LFI formats, GAUSSIAN grid), you

are invited to follow the procedure to get a SVN account and to access real-time modifications of the

code (see the instructions at the previous link).

Acknowledgements. This work is a contribution to the ongoing efforts to improve the SURFEX platform. The

authors would like to thank the teams of the three French eddy flux towers involved in this study: Le Bray,665

Barbeau and Puéchabon, for making their data available, and to all of the contributors to the Fluxnet data base.

This study was fully funded by a Météo-France grant.

20

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



References

Andrade, J. A. V., Abreu, F. M. G. d., and Madeira, M. A. V.: Influence of litter layer removal on the soil thermal

regime of a pine forest in a Mediterranean climate, Rev. Bras. Ciênc. Solo, 34, 1481–1490, 2010.670

Arunachalam, A. and Arunachalam, K.: Influence of gap size and soil properties on microbial biomass in a

subtropical humid forest of north-east India, Plant Soil, 223, 187–195, 2000.

Baldocchi, D., Falge, E., Gu, L., Olson, R., Hollinger, D., Running, S., Anthoni, P., Bernhofer, C., Davis, K.,

Evans, R., et al.: FLUXNET: A new tool to study the temporal and spatial variability of ecosystem-scale

carbon dioxide, water vapor, and energy flux densities, B. Am. Meteorol. Soc., 82, 2415–2434, 2001.675

Best, M., Abramowitz, G., Johnson, H., Pitman, A., Balsamo, G., Boone, A., Cuntz, M., Decharme, B.,

Dirmeyer, P., Dong, J., et al.: The plumbing of land surface models: benchmarking model performance,

J. Hydrometeor., 16, 1425–1442, 2015.

Blyth, E., Gash, J., Lloyd, A., Pryor, M., Weedon, G. P., and Shuttleworth, J.: Evaluating the JULES land surface

model energy fluxes using FLUXNET data, J. Hydrometeor., 11, 509–519, 2010.680

Boone, A. and Etchevers, P.: An intercomparison of three snow schemes of varying complexity coupled to the

same land-surface model: Local scale evaluation at an Alpine site, J. Hydrometeor., 2, 374–394, 2001.

Boone, A., Calvet, J., and Noilhan, J.: Inclusion of a third soil layer in a land surface scheme using the force-

restore method, Journal of Applied Meteorology, 38, 1611–1630, 1999.

Boone, A., Masson, V., Meyers, T., and Noilhan, J.: he influence of the inclusion of soil freezing on simulations685

by a soil-vegetation-atmosphere transfer scheme, J. Appl. Meteor., 9, 1544–1569, 2000.

Boone, A., Samuelsson, P., Gollvik, S., Napoly, A., Brun, E., Decharme, B., and Co-Authors: The Interactions

bewteen Soil-Biosphere-Atmosphere (ISBA) land surface model Multi-Energy Balance (MEB) option in

SURFEX, Geosci. Model Dev., 2016.

Bulcock, H. and Jewitt, G.: Modelling canopy and litter interception in commercial forest plantations in South690

Africa using the Variable Storage Gash model and idealised drying curves, Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sc., 16,

4693–4705, 2012.

Calvet, J.-C., Noilhan, J., Roujean, J.-L., Bessemoulin, P., Cabelguenne, M., Olioso, A., and Wigneron, J.-P.:

An interactive vegetation SVAT model tested against data from six contrasting sites, Agr. For. Meteorol., 92,

73–95, 1998.695

Carrer, D., Roujean, J.-L., Lafont, S., Calvet, J.-C., Boone, A., Decharme, B., Delire, C., and Gastellu-

Etchegorry, J.-P.: A canopy radiative transfer scheme with explicit FAPAR for the interactive vegetation

model ISBA-A-gs: Impact on carbon fluxes, J. Geophys. Res., 188, 888–903, 2013.

Choudhury, B. J. and Monteith, J. L.: A four-layer model for the heat budget of homogeneous land surfaces, Q.

J. Roy. Meteor. Soc., 114, 373–398, 1988.700

Clapp, R. and Hornberger, G.: Empirical equations for some soil hydraulic properties, Water Resour. Res., 14,

601–604, 1978.

De Vries, D. A.: Thermal properties of soils, Physics of plant environment, 1963.

Decharme, B. and Douville, H.: Introduction of a sub-grid hydrology in the ISBA land surface model., Clim.

Dynam., 26, 65–78, 2006.705

21

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



Decharme, B., Boone, A., Delire, C., and Noilhan, J.: Local evaluation of the ISBA soil multi-

layer diffusion scheme using four pedotransfer functions, J. Geophys. Res., 116, 20 126–20 155,

doi:10.1029/2011JD016002, 2011a.

Decharme, B., Boone, A., Delire, C., and Noilhan, J.: Local evaluation of the Interaction between Soil Bio-

sphere Atmosphere soil multilayer diffusion scheme using four pedotransfer functions, J. Geophys. Res.,710

116, 2011b.

Decharme, B., Brun, E., Boone, A., Delire, C., Moigne, P. L., and Morin, S.: Impacts of snowpack properties

and soil organic carbon content on characteristics and soil temperature profiles simulated by the ISBA land

surface model, Cryosphere, 10, 853–877, doi:10.5194/tc-10-853-2016, 2016.

Enrique, G.-s., Braud, I., Jean-Louis, T., Michel, V., Pierre, B., and Jean-Christophe, C.: Modelling heat and715

water exchanges of fallow land covered with plant-residue mulch, Agr. For. Meteorol., 97, 151–169, 1999.

Er-Raki, S., Chehbouni, A., Hoedjes, J., Ezzahar, J., Duchemin, B., and Jacob, F.: Improvement of FAO-56

method for olive orchards through sequential assimilation of thermal infrared-based estimates of ET, Agr.

Water Manage., 95, 309–321, 2008.

Farouki, T. O., ed.: Thermal Properties of Soils, vol. 11, Clausthal-Zellerfeld, Germany: Trans Tech, 1986.720

Gerrits, A., Savenije, H., Hoffmann, L., and Pfister, L.: New technique to measure forest floor interception: an

application in a beech forest in Luxembourg, Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sc., 11, 695–701, doi:10.5194/hess-11-

695-2007, 2007.

Giard, D. and Bazile, E.: Implementation of a new assimilation scheme for soil and surface variables in a global

NWP model, Monthly Weather Review, 128, 997–1015, 2000.725

Gibelin, A.-L., Calvet, J. C., Roujean, J.-L., Jarlan, L., and Los, S. O.: Ability of the land surface model ISBA-

A-gs to simulate leaf area index at the global scale: Comparison with satellites products, J. Geophys. Res.,

111, doi:10.1029/2005JD006691, d18102, 2006.

Guevara-Escobar, A., Gonzalez-Sosa, E., Ramos-Salinas, M., and Hernandez-Delgado, G.: Experimental anal-

ysis of drainage and water storage of litter layers, Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sc., 11, 1703–1716, 2007.730

Habets, F., Boone, A., Champeaux, J., Etchevers, P., Franchisteguy, L., Leblois, E., Ledoux, E., Moigne,

P. L., Martin, E., Morel, S., et al.: The SAFRAN-ISBA-MODCOU hydrometeorological model applied over

France, J. Geophys. Res., 113, doi:10.1029/2007JD008548, 2008.

Haila, Y., Niemelä, J., et al.: Leaf litter and the small-scale distribution of carabid beetles (Coleoptera, Cara-

bidae) in the boreal forest, Ecography, 22, 424–435, 1999.735

Haverd, V. and Cuntz, M.: Soil–Litter–Iso: A one-dimensional model for coupled transport of heat, water and

stable isotopes in soil with a litter layer and root extraction, J. Hydrol., 388, 438–455, 2010.

Kostel-Hughes, F., Young, T. P., and Carreiro, M. M.: Forest leaf litter quantity and seedling occurrence along

an urban-rural gradient, Urban Ecosys., 2, 263–278, doi:10.1023/A:1009536706827, 1998.

Lamaud, E., Ogée, J., Brunet, Y., and Berbigier, P.: Validation of eddy flux measurements above the understorey740

of a pine forest, Agr. For. Meteorol., 106, 187–203, 2001.

Lempereur, M., Martin-StPaul, N. K., Damesin, C., Joffre, R., Ourcival, J.-M., Rocheteau, A., and Rambal, S.:

Growth duration is a better predictor of stem increment than carbon supply in a Mediterranean oak forest:

implications for assessing forest productivity under climate change, New Phytologist, 207, 579–590, 2015.

22

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



Marsh, D. and Pearman, P.: Effects of habitat fragmentation on the abundance of two species of Leptodactylid745

frogs in an Andean montane forest, Conserv. Biol., 11, 1323–1328, 1997.

Masson, V., Moigne, P. L., Martin, E., Faroux, S., Alias, A., Alkama, R., Belamari, S., Barbu, A., Boone, A.,

Bouyssel, F., Brousseau, P., Brun, E., Calvet, J.-C., Carrer, D., Decharme, B., Delire, C., Donier, S., Khatib,

R. E., Essaouini2, K., Gibelin, A.-L., Giordani, H., Habets, F., Jidane, M., Kerdraon, G., Kourzeneva, E.,

Lafont, S., Lebeaupin, C., Lemonsu, A., Mahfouf, J.-F., Marguinaud, P., Moktari, M., Morin, S., Pigeon, G.,750

Salgado, R., Seity, Y., Taillefer, F., Tanguy, G., Tulet, P., Vincendon, B., Vionnet, V., and Voldoire, A.: The

SURFEXv7.2 land and ocean surface platform for coupled or offline simulation of Earth surface variables

and fluxes, Geosci. Model Dev., 6, 929–960, doi:10.5194/gmd-6-929-2013, 2013.

Meekins, J. F. and McCarthy, B. C.: Effect of environmental variation on the invasive success of a nonindigenous

forest herb, Ecol. Appl., 11, 1336–1348, doi:10.1890/1051-0761(2001)011[1336:EOEVOT]2.0.CO;2, 2001.755

Nachtergaele, F. and Batjes, N.: Harmonized world soil database, FAO Rome, Italy, 2012.

Noilhan, J. and Mahfouf, J.-F.: The ISBA land surface parameterisation scheme, Global Planet. Change, 13,

145–159, 1996.

Noilhan, J. and Planton, S.: A simple parameterization of land surface processes for meteorological models,

Mon. Wea. Rev., 117, 536–549, 1989.760

Noilhan, J., , and Lacarrere, P.: GCM grid-scale evaporation from mesoscale modeling, J. Climate, 8, 206–223,

1995.

Ogée, J. and Brunet, Y.: A forest floor model for heat and moisture including a litter layer, J. Hydrol., 255,

212–233, 2002.

Oliphant, A., Grimmond, C., Zutter, H., Schmid, H., Su, H.-B., Scott, S., Offerle, B., Randolph, J., and Ehman,765

J.: Heat storage and energy balance fluxes for a temperate deciduous forest, Agr. For. Meteorol., 126, 185–

201, 2004.

Park, H.-T., Hattori, S., and Tanaka, T.: Development of a numerical model for evaluating the effect of litter

layer on evaporation, Journal of Forest Research, 3, 25–33, 1998.

Prévost-Bouré, N. C., Ngao, J., Berveiller, D., Bonal, D., Damesin, C., Dufrêne, E., Lata, J.-C., Le Dantec, V.,770

Longdoz, B., Ponton, S., et al.: Root exclusion through trenching does not affect the isotopic composition of

soil CO2 efflux, Plant Soil, 319, 1–13, 2009.

Putuhena, W. M. and Cordery, I.: Estimation of interception capacity of the forest floor, J. Hydrol., 180, 283–

299, 1996.

Rambal, S., Lempereur, M., Limousin, J., Martin-StPaul, N., Ourcival, J., and Rodríguez-Calcerrada, J.: How775

drought severity constrains gross primary production (GPP) and its partitioning among carbon pools in a

Quercus ilex coppice?, Biogeosciences, 11, 6855–6869, 2014.

Riha, S. J., McInnes, K., Childs, S., and Campbell, G.: A finite element calculation for determining thermal

conductivity, Soil Science Society of America Journal, 44, 1323–1325, 1980.

Rutter, N., Essery, R., Pomeroy, J., Altimir, N., Andreadis, K., Baker, I., Barr, A., Bartlett, P., Boone, A., Deng,780

H., Douville, H., Dutra, E., Elder, K., Ellis, C., Feng, X., Gelfan, A., Goodbody, A., Gusev, Y., Gustafsson,

D., Hellström, R., Hirabayashi, Y., Hirota, T., Jonas, T., Koren, V., Kuragina, A., Lettenmaier, D., Li, W.-P.,

Luce, C., Martin, E., Nasonova, O., Pumpanen, J., Pyles, R. D., Samuelsson, P., Sandells, M., Schädler, G.,

Shmakin, A., Smirnova, T. G., Stähli, M., Stöckli, R., Strasser, U., Su, H., Suzuki, K., Takata, K., Tanaka,

23

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



K., Thompson, E., Vesala, T., Viterbo, P., Wiltshire, A., Xia, K., Xue, Y., and Yamazaki, T.: Evaluation of785

forest snow processes models (SnowMIP2), J. Geophys. Res., 114, doi:10.1029/2008JD011063, 2009.

Sakaguchi, K. and Zeng, X.: Effects of soil wetness, plant litter, and under-canopy atmospheric stability on

ground evaporation in the Community Land Model (CLM3. 5), J. Geophys. Res., 114, 2009.

Sato, Y., Kumagai, T., Kume, A., Otsuki, K., and Ogawa, S.: Experimental analysis of moisture dynamics of

litter layers - the effects of rainfall conditions and leaf shapes, Hydrol. Process., 18, 3007–3018, 2004.790

Schaap, M. and Bouten, W.: Forest floor evaporation in a dense Douglas fir stand, J. Hydrol., 193, 97–113,

1997.

Séférian, R., Gehlen, M., Bopp, L., Resplandy, L., Orr, J., Marti, O., Dunne, J., Christian, J., Doney, S., Ilyina,

T., et al.: Inconsistent strategies to spin up models in CMIP5: implications for ocean biogeochemical model

performance assessment, 2015.795

Seity, Y., Brousseau, P., Malardel, S., Hello, G., Bénard, P., Bouttier, F., Lac, C., and Masson, V.: The AROME-

France convective-scale operational model, Monthly Weather Review, 139, 976–991, 2011.

Stöckli, R., Lawrence, D., Niu, G.-Y., Oleson, K., Thornton, P., Yang, Z.-L., Bonan, G., Denning, A., and Run-

ning, S.: Use of FLUXNET in the Community Land Model development, Journal of Geophysical Research,

113, 2008.800

Twine, T. E., Kustas, W., Norman, J., Cook, D., Houser, P., Meyers, T., Prueger, J., Starks, P., and Wesely, M.:

Correcting eddy-covariance flux underestimates over a grassland, Agr. For. Meteorol., 103, 279–300, 2000.

Ukkola, A., Pitman, A., Decker, M., Kauwe, M. D., Abramowitz, G., Kala, J., and Wang, T.: Modelling evap-

otranspiration during precipitation deficits: identifying critical processes in a land surface model, Hydrol.

Earth Syst. Sc., 12, 10 789–10 825, 2015.805

Verseghy, D. L., McFarlane, N. A., and Lazare, M.: CLASS – A Canadian land surface scheme for GCMs, II.

Vegetation model and coupled runs, Int. J. Climatol., 13, 347–370, 1993.

Voldoire, A., Sanchez-Gomez, E., y Mélia, D. S., Decharme, B., Cassou, C., Sénési, S., Valcke, S., Beau, I.,

Alias, A., Chevallier, M., et al.: The CNRM-CM5. 1 global climate model: description and basic evaluation,

Clim. Dynam., 40, 2091–2121, 2013.810

Vorobeichik, E.: On the methods for measuring forest litter thickness to diagnose the technogenic disturbances

of ecosystems, Russian Journal of Ecology, 28, 230–234, 1997.

Vuichard, N. and Papale, D.: Filling the gaps in meteorological continuous data measured at FLUXNET sites

with ERA-interim reanalysis, Earth System Science Data Discussions, 8, 23–55, 2015.

Wilson, K., Goldstein, A., Falge, E., Aubinet, M., Baldocchi, D., Berbigier, P., Bernhofer, C., Ceulemans, R.,815

Dolman, H., Field, C., et al.: Energy balance closure at FLUXNET sites, Agr. For. Meteorol., 113, 223–243,

2002.

Wilson, T., Meyers, T., Kochendorfer, J., Anderson, M., and Heuer, M.: The effect of soil surface litter residue

on energy and carbon fluxes in a deciduous forest, Agr. For. Meteorol., 161, 134–147, 2012.

Wu, H., Peng, C., Moore, T., Hua, D., Li, C., Zhu, Q., Peichl, M., Arain, M., and Guo, Z.: Modeling dissolved820

organic carbon in temperate forest soils: TRIPLEX-DOC model development and validation, Geosci Model

Dev Discuss, 6, 3473–3508, 2013.

Yang, R. and Friedl, M. A.: Determination of roughness lengths for heat and momentum over Boreal forests,

Bound.-Lay. Meteorol., 107, 581–603, 2003.

24

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



Zheng, D., Van Der Velde, R., Su, Z., Booij, M. J., Hoekstra, A. Y., and Wen, J.: Assessment of roughness825

length schemes implemented within the Noah land surface model for high-altitude regions, J. Hydrometeor.,

15, 921–937, 2014.

Zhu, J., Matsuzaki, T., Lee, F., and Gonda, T.: Effect of gap size created by thinning on seedling emergency,

survival and establishment in a coastal pine forest, Forest Ecol. Manag., 182, 339–354, 2003.

Appendix A: Description of the litter layer model830

Forest litter is represented using a single model layer which generally ranges in thickness from

0.01 to 0.10 m, and in the absence of ancillary data, the default value is 0.03 m. When this option

is active, an additional layer is added to the soil for the thermal and energy budget computations

with litter-specific thermal properties. This means that the numerical solution method is identical to

that presented in the companion paper by Boone et al. (2016). In terms of hydrology, an additional835

reservoir is added which uses a relatively simple bucket-type scheme with a litter-specific maximum

water storage capacity. The model physics and governing equations are reviewed herein.

A1 Prognostic equations

The energy budget for the snow-free litter layer can be expressed as:

Cl
∂Tl

∂t
=Rnl − Hl − LEl − Gg,1 + Lf Φl (A1)840

where Tl is the litter temperature (K), ∆zl (m) is the thickness of the litter layer, and Cl (J K−1 m−2)

is the effective heat capacity of the litter. Rn,l, Hl, LEl, Gg,1 represent the net radiation, sensible

heat flux, latent heat flux and ground conduction flux from the litter layer, respectively. Note that

when litter is present, Rn,l, Hl, LEl correspond to the ground fluxes in Boone et al. (2016). The

additional terms added owing to a snow cover are described in Boone et al. (2016), and are therefore845

not repeated here.

The liquid water content of the litter layer evolves following:

∂Wl

∂t
= Pl−El−Dl−Φl (0<Wl <Wl,max) (A2)

where Pl is the sum of the rates of the rainfall passing through the canopy, canopy drip and ground-

based snow melt, El represents the litter evaporation rate, Dl is the drainage rate from the litter to850

the soil (all in kg m−2 s−1). The maximum liquid water content in the litter reservoir is defined as

Wl,max = wl,max ∆zl ρw (kg m−2). The default value for the maximum holding capacity of the litter

layer, wl,max, is 0.12 m3 m−3 (Putuhena and Cordery, 1996). All water in excess of this maximum

value is then partitioned between infiltration and surface runoff by the ISBA soil hydrological model.

The liquid water equivalent of ice contained in the litter layer is governed by:855

∂Wlf

∂t
= Φl−Elf (A3)

where Elf represents the sublimation of ice contained within the litter layer.
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A2 Phase Change

The phase change rate, Φl (kg m−2 s−1), is defined as:

Φl =
1
τice

{
δf min

[
ρiCi ∆zl (Tl−Tf )

Lf
, Wlf

]
+ (1− δf ) min

[
ρiCi ∆zl (Tf −Tl)

Lf
, Wl

]}
(A4)860

where Lf represents the latent heat of fusion (J kg−1), ρi is the density of ice (here defined as

920 kg m−3), the freezing point temperature is Tf = 273.15 K, and Ci is the specific heat capacity

of ice (2.106× 103 J K−1 kg−1). The delta function δf = 1 if energy is available for melting (i.e.

Tl−Tf > 0), otherwise it is δf = 0. τice is a parameter which represents the characteristic time scale

for phase changes (Giard and Bazile, 2000). The updated temperature is first computed from Eq. A1865

with Φl = 0, then the phase change is computed as an adjustment to Tl, Wl and Wlf as in Boone

et al. (2000).

A3 Energy Fluxes

It is assumed that litter below the canopy is spatially homogeneous so that it intercepts all of the

incoming radiation. Thus, the net radiation Rnl for the litter layer is the same that for the first soil870

layer in the standard model:

Rn,g = SWnetg +LWnetg (A5)

where SWnetg and LWnetg correspond to the net shortwave and longwave radiation (W m−2) as in

Boone et al. (2016). Note that currently, the soil emissivity and albedo values are used for the litter

for spatially distributed simulations pending the development of global datasets of these parameters875

for litter or the development of an appropriate model to estimate them. For local scale simulations,

the values can be defined based on observations.

The below-canopy sensible heat flux, Hl (W m−2), is computed the same way that for the top soil

layer in the ISBA model as:

Hl = ρa
(Tl−Tc)
Rag−c

(A6)880

where Rag−c is the aerodynamic resistance between the ground and the canopy air space which is

based on Choudhury and Monteith (1988). Tl and Tc (J kg−1) are thermodynamic variables which

are linearly related to temperature (Boone et al., 2016). The latent heat flux is partitioned between

evaporation and sublimation in the litter layer:

LEl = (1− plf ) LEl + plf LElf (A7)885

where plf is the fraction of frozen water in the litter layer and

LEl =Lv ρa
[hul qsat (Tl) − qc]

Rag−c
(A8a)

LElf =Ls ρa
[hulf qsat (Tl) − qc]

Rag−c
(A8b)
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where the specific humidity of the canopy air space is represented by qc. The specific humidity at890

saturation over liquid water is represented by qsat (kg kg−1). Note, it would be more accurate to use

the specific humidity at saturation over ice in Eq. A8b, but this complicates the linearization and this

effect is neglected for now (Boone et al., 2016). The surface humidity factors for liquid and frozen

water are represented by hul and hulf , respectively. They are computed as the relative humidity

following (Noilhan and Planton, 1989):895

hul =
1
2

[
1− cos

(
π

Wl

Wl,max

)]
(A9)

Note that hulf is computed by replacingWl andWl,max by the values for the liquid water equivalent

ice content. The maximum liquid holding capacity is modified for ice following (Boone et al., 2000).

Finally, the ground conduction flux (W m−2 ) between the litter layer and the underlying soil is

computed as:900

Gg,1 =
Tl − Tg,1

(∆zl/λl) + (∆zg,1/λg,1)
(A10)

where λl and λg,1 are the litter and first soil layer thermal conductivities respectively and ∆zg,1 is

the thickness of the first soil layer.

A4 Water interception and fluxes

The water intercepted by the litter layer corresponds to the sum of the rain passing through the905

canopy and the drip from the canopy.

Pl = (1−σv)Pr + Dc (A11)

Note that when snow is present, melt from the snowpack is also included in this term (Boone et al.,

2016). The fraction of the total rainfall Pr (kg m−3 s−1) intercepted by the canopy is modulated by

σv , which depends on the Leaf Area Index of the canopy. Finally, the canopy drip is represented by910

Dc. Further details on canopy interception and drip are given in Boone et al. (2016). The drainage

from the litter is simply computed as in Noilhan and Mahfouf (1996):

Dl = max(0,Wl−Wl,max) (A12)

and the amount of Dl which can infiltrate into the soil is limited by Darcy’s law, with any residual

contributing to surface runoff. Note that for simplicity, a gravitational drainage type formulation is915

not used for litter, but rather a tipping bucket following Ogée and Brunet (2002).

A5 Thermal properties

The litter thermal conductivity, λl (W m−1 K−1), is computed according to De Vries (1963) as:

λl = 0.1 + 0.03
(

Wl

ρw ∆zl

)
(A13)
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The effective heat capacity of the litter, Cl (J m−2 K−1), is computed using920

Cl = ∆zl ρldCld + WlCw + Wlf Ci (A14)

where the specific heat capacity of liquid water is Cw = 4.218× 103 (J K−1 kg−1). The dry density

of the litter is defined as ρld. Ogée and Brunet (2002) used a value of dry litter density of 45 kg

m−3 for a pine forest. Meekins and McCarthy (2001) measured a litter density of 46 kg m−3 in a

deciduous forest and Kostel-Hughes et al. (1998) estimated values varying between 27 to 38 kg m−3925

for oak forests. Currently ECOCLIMAP doesn’t distinguish between different types of deciduous

trees, thus by default, ρld is assigned a value of 45 kg m−3. As a proxy for the specific heat of litter,

we use the specific heat capacity of organic material from Farouki (1986) which isCld = 1.926×103

J kg−1 K−1. Currently, constant values for ρld and Cld are used for spatially distributed applications

or on the local scale, unless observational data are available.930

Appendix B: Statistical Scores

This three scores are defined respectively as:

R=
(xm−xm)(xo−xo)

σmσo
SDV =

σm

σo
cRMSE =

√
[(xm−xm)− (xo−xo)]2

σm
(B1)

where the overbar represents the average, xm and xo are the modeled and observed datasets respec-

tively and σ is the standard deviation defined as:935

σ =
√

(x−x)2 (B2)

The cRMSE difference between MEBL and ISBA is defined as:

∆cRMSE =
cRMSE(ISBA)− cRMSE(MEBL)

min[cRMSE(ISBA), cRMSE(MEBL)]
× 100 (B3)

where a positive value corresponds to an improvement using MEBL.
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Table 1. Measured litter thickness reported for various sites.

Site Country Main cover Thickness Mass

Référence type cm kg m−2

Le Bray France Maritime Pine 5 2.6

Ogée and Brunet (2002) nedle constant

Oak Ridge USA deciduous oak 4 0.6

Wilson et al. (2012) leaf constant

Kyushu Univ. Japan C.japonica 5.2 1.7

Sato et al. (2004) nedle March 2002

Kyushu Univ. Japan L.edulis 8.6 2.1

Sato et al. (2004) leaf March 2002

Netherland Douglas fir 5

Schaap and Bouten (1997) nedle

Russia Taiga 4.2

Vorobeichik (1997) leaf July 1990

Russia Taiga 5.4

Vorobeichik (1997) nedle July 1990

CSIR South Africa Eucalyptus grandis 3.8 2.3

Bulcock and Jewitt (2012) leaves march 2011

CSIR South Africa Acacia mearnsii 1.8 2.4

Bulcock and Jewitt (2012) nedle march 2011

CSIR South Africa Pinus patula 4.5 3.3

Bulcock and Jewitt (2012) nedle march 2011

Tumbarumba Australia Eucalyptus 3

Haverd and Cuntz (2010) leaves

Canada White pine 2.5

Wu et al. (2013) needle

Ecuador Ocotea infrafoveolata 1.8 (average)

Marsh and Pearman (1997) leaf

Mawphlang India Quercus griffithii 1.2 (average)

Arunachalam and Arunachalam (2000) leaf

Aoyama Japan Pinus thunbergii 4.5

Zhu et al. (2003) nedle

Seirseminen Finland Spruce 3-5

Haila et al. (1999) nedle
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Table 2. Characteristics of the three French forest sites.

Site Barbeau Puéchabon Bray

Year 2013 2006 2006

Localisation Paris Montpellier Bordeaux

Main Sessile Green Maritime

vegetation type oak oak pine / Grass

Climate Temperate Mediterranean Maritime

Forest type Deciduous Evergreen Evergreen

broadleaf broadleaf needleaf

Mean temp (◦C) 10.7 13.5 12.9

Rainfall (mm) 680 872 997

Table 3. The main model parameters for each site. Literature indicates that figures come from studies cited in

the text and estimated means that values were provided by the principal investigators of each site.

Site Barbeau Puechabon Bray Source

Soil Parameters

Sand (%) 41 14 98 literature

Clay (%) 39 40 2 literature

Wsat 0.36 - 0.48 0.06 0.42 - 0.42 estimated

Wfc 0.15 - 0.35 0.046 0.17 - 0.16 estimated

Wwilt 0.05 0.018 0.04 - 0.03 estimated

SOC 0-30 cm (kg m−2) 5 5 4.8 HWSD

SOC 70-100 cm (kg.m−2) 4 5.5 9 HWSD

Root Depth (m) 1.2 5.0 0.8 literature

Soil albedo (vis / nir) 0.03 / 0.13 0.05 / 0.2 0.1 / 0.18 estimated

Vegetation Parameters

LAI (m2 m−2) 0.5 - 6.0 2.4 2.0-4.0 literature

Height (m) 27 5.5 18 literature

Vegetation albedo (vis / nir) 0.05 / 0.20 0.03 / 0.17 0.04 / 0.17 estimated

Vegetation fraction 0.95 0.99 0.95 ECOCLIMAP

Litter Parameters

Thickness (m) 0.03 0.01 0.05 estimated

30

Geosci. Model Dev. Discuss., doi:10.5194/gmd-2016-270, 2016
Manuscript under review for journal Geosci. Model Dev.
Published: 27 October 2016
c© Author(s) 2016. CC-BY 3.0 License.



Table 4. The root mean square error, RMSE, square correlation coefficient, R2, and annual error, AE, for the

three French sites for the three different experiments.

Site Flux MEBL MEB ISBA

RMSE R2 AE RMSE R2 AE RMSE R2 AE

Bray SWnet 3.0 1.0 -0.1 3.0 1.0 -0.1 3.1 1.0 0.5

LWnet 7.1 0.95 2.3 6.0 0.97 2.1 7.1 0.95 -0.2

H 52.4 0.84 5.7 52.5 0.83 4.7 63.1 0.77 -2.1

LE 59.2 0.54 -1.2 60.8 0.5 -1.5 58.9 0.55 0.8

G 9.6 0.75 -3.3 21.6 0.55 -3.4 42.1 0.36 -3.0

Puechabon SWnet 6.4 0.97 -1.3 6.4 0.97 -1.3 6.4 0.97 -2.5

LWnet 7.2 0.98 -0.9 5.8 0.99 -1.3 9.3 0.98 4.2

H 43.7 0.95 4.1 46.4 0.94 2.7 72.3 0.87 -2.2

LE 37.3 0.66 -5.5 38.6 0.62 -4.1 41.3 0.58 -7.3

G 15.8 0.81 0.8 29.2 0.78 0.5 56.9 0.48 1.4

Barbeau SWnet 8.7 0.96 -5.9 8.7 0.96 -5.9 9.4 0.97 -7.6

LWnet 9.8 0.98 -8.8 10.0 0.99 -9.7 8.7 0.99 -7.2

H 54.1 0.8 23.1 63.8 0.67 15.9 51.1 0.8 17.2

LE 53.4 0.76 -15.1 59.6 0.66 -7.3 48.6 0.78 -10.2

G 4.7 0.75 -3.2 22.0 0.55 -3.3 42.4 0.36 -2.8
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Table 5. The root mean square error, RMSE, square correlation coefficient, R2 and annual error, AE, computed

with available soil temperatures of each site for the three different experiments

Site Depth MEBL MEB ISBA

(m) RMSE R2 AE RMSE R2 AE RMSE R2 AE

Bray 0.04 1.9 0.98 -1.0 2.9 0.96 -1.3 3.6 0.93 0.1

0.32 2.3 0.97 -0.9 2.8 0.97 -1.2 3.0 0.96 0.2

1.0 3.0 0.94 -1.1 3.5 0.91 -1.2 3.8 0.89 0.2

Puechabon 0.10 3.3 0.91 -0.9 3.8 0.92 -1.2 4.2 0.89 0.9

Barbeau 0.04 1.4 0.98 -0.4 2.8 0.93 -0.9 3.9 0.89 0.5

0.08 1.4 0.98 -0.4 2.7 0.93 -0.9 3.7 0.91 0.5

0.16 1.4 0.97 -0.5 2.5 0.94 -0.9 3.2 0.92 0.4

0.32 1.3 0.98 -0.6 2.2 0.95 -1.0 2.7 0.94 0.3
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Figure 1. The location of the three well-instrumented forested sites in France.

Figure 2. The partitioning of latent heat flux for each site and model option into: transpiration (black),

ground/litter evaporation (white) and evaporation from the canopy (grey). Values for Le Bray, Puechabon and

Barbeau are shown in panels a, b and c, respectively.
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Figure 3. The modelled (thin dashed line) and observed (thick dashed line) incoming short wave radiation

transmitted through the canopy at Puéchabon and Barbeau . The observations are based on below-canopy PAR

measurements. The total incoming short wave radiation is also plotted (full black line) as a reference.
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Figure 4. The monthly diurnal cycle composite at Le Bray. MEBL is in red, MEB in blue, ISBA in green,

measurements are indciated by a dashed black line and adjusted measurements are represented using a solid

black curve. As a visual aid, the area between the latter two curves is shaded. Ideally, model results fall within

this area.

Figure 5. As in Fig.4 except for Puechabon.
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Figure 6. As in Fig.4 except for Barbeau.

Figure 7. The Taylor diagram for ground heat flux, G, at Le Bray (panel a), Puechabon (b), and Barbeau (c).

MEBL is represented by a circle, MEB by a square, ISBA by a triangle and measurements are indicated using a

star. Three scores are represented in each diagram; the correlation coefficient (R) is the angle of the polar plot,

the normalized standard deviation (NSDV) is the radial distance from the origin, and the normalized centered

root mean square error (cRMSE) is proportional to the distance with the reference (star).
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Figure 8. Monthly average soil temperature (K) diurnal cycle (at 0.04 m soil depth) composites at Le Bray

(panel a), Puechabon (b) and Barbeau (c). MEBL is in red, MEB in blue, ISBA in green and the observations

are shown in black.
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Figure 9. The total soil water content (left: panels a, c and e) and the near-surface volumetric soil water content

(right: panels b, d and f) at each site. Observations are in black (for Puechabon, the black curve corresponds to

the output from a site-specific calibrated reference model from Lempereur et al. (2015), see text). Results for

MEBL are in red, for MEB in blue and for ISBA in green.

Figure 10. The G RMSE computed at Le Bray and Barbeau for different values of the litter thickness.
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Figure 11. The forested sites from the Fluxnet network. Selected sites (shown) have a maximum energy imbal-

ance at or below 20%. The circles indicate the location of sites retained for this study.

Figure 12. Scatter plots of RMSE, R2 and AE doe sensible heat flux (H) for each site and year. The abscissa

corresponds to the ISBA model and the ordinate to the MEB-L model. Points falling within the grey shaded

area imply a better statistical score for MEBL. Each dot corresponds to one site. The intersection of the dashed

lines corresponds to the average over all 42 sites. The percentages at the top of each panel correspond to the

percent of sites which have better statictics for MEBL.

Figure 13. As in Fig.12 except for latent heat flux (LE)
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Figure 14. Boxplots of improvement in RMSE between MEBL and ISBA. Each RMSE value is computed with

over a month-long period which satisfies the energy budget closure condition. The sensible heat flux is shown in

panel a, and the latent heat flux is in panel b. The box plots contain 6, 13, 19, 27, 21, and 14 % of all considered

months (values) for ranges in LAI increasing from 0 to 1 m2 m−2, to 5-8 m2 m−2, respectively.
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