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This is an excellent paper that needs to be published. The ideas in it are very exciting.
We have been waiting a long time to break away from the Ball-Berry method of linking
photosynthesis and transpiration and their links to soil water stress. The assumptions
in the Ball-Berry method have dominated the Land Surface Models used in climate
modelling and depend on a difficult to calibrate link between stoma and humidity deficit
that I think is not entirely mechanistic. For such an important aspect of the earth
system, it is really important to explore new ways of solving the riddle and this paper
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describes a very promising avenue. The paper is well written and would allow other
researchers to try the ideas out. I urge that the paper is published forthwith.
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